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The Dollars and Sense 

Of Saving Special Places 
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Why? Because both of these groups realize that in order to attempt to generate money for land conservation the saying 
“you have to have money to get money” is absolutely correct.  There are many public and private organizations that 
provide grants. But state programs such as LCHIP and federal programs such as the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
only provide matching grants.  Other towns around our area have qualified and used grant money for conservation efforts 
including Newfields, Stratham, Kingston, Lee and Brentwood. One thing that they all have in common is that they first 
passed warrant articles so that they could qualify for matching funds. This is what Fremont needs to do if we want to 
preserve natural spaces in this town as cost effectively as possible. 
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The Fremont Open Space Advisory Committee’s goal for the future is to enter into land preservation agreements with 
landowners so that Fremont’s growth can be better planned and Fremont’s rural heritage can be protected. Land 
preservation agreements will make it possible to prevent natural areas and working farms from being developed without 
forcing anyone to sell their land, and while still allowing the landowners to continue using their land as they always have.   

The Fremont Open Space Committee has developed a transparent and repeatable process that clearly delineates how 
properties are researched, valued, and funded. This process which involves The Board of Selectmen, The Conservation 
Commission, The Open Space Committee and formal public meetings to review any plan and receive comments by the 
public has been put into place in order to assure the residents of Fremont that the town’s interests as well as the interests of 
Fremont’s citizens are protected.  
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